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About the National Agricultural Library
• Houses one of the world’s largest collections 

devoted to agriculture and its related sciences 
including more than 8.1 million print, physical and 
digital format items

• One of five U.S. National Libraries

• Congressionally designated depository for U.S. 
Government documents

• Departmental library for USDA

1.1 million+ print collection materials

8 million+ digital items

211,000+ items digitized for the Internet 
Archive

2,900+ journals indexed

400,000+ full-text articles in PubAg

6,900+ datasets in AgData Commons
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National Agricultural Library (NAL) Mission

NAL facilitates the 
creation of agricultural 
knowledge through the 
acquisition, curation, and 
dissemination of 
information needed to 
solve agricultural 
challenges.

https://www.nal.usda.gov 

https://search.nal.usda.gov/
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NAL Orientation

Main menus provide quick access to featured tools, information and services
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NAL’s Specialized Information Centers
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NAL’s Specialized Information Centers (2)
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Find Topical Information on Alternative Farming 
Systems on the NAL Website

The Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (AFSIC) supports 
all stages of agricultural production with information and research on topics 
that include:

• Various crop, livestock, and production practices systems (e.g., sustainable, 
biodynamic, agroforestry, hydro- and aquaponic)

• Post-harvest operational tools (e.g., small farm business aids, funding 
opportunity resources, and diverse marketing strategies)

• Local and regional food systems, food security, and Fair Trade

• AFSIC-associated USDA research programs, scientist videos, and dynamic 
searches

www.nal.usda.gov/programs/afsic 

http://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/afsic
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Find Topical Information on Water and Agriculture 
on the NAL Website

The Water and Agriculture Information Center (WAIC) collects, 
organizes, and communicates the scientific findings, educational 
methodologies, and public policy issues related to the junction of 
water resources and agricultural production, including:

• Conservation practices, ecosystem services, and water 
management resources (e.g. availability and quality)

• Research supported by > 700 highly-advanced and topic-based 
dynamic searches

• Tools, databases, and databanks supporting direct-farming and 
field operations 

• Agricultural environment management and long-term and 
conservation research (CEAP, LTAR)

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/waic 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/waic
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National Invasive Species Information Center 
(NISIC)

NISIC provides an educational gateway to 
information, organizations, and services 
about invasive species. 

Covers federal, state, local, and international 
sources.

Resources:
• Invasive species profiles
• Location specific news and information
• Federal government policy and response
• Invasive species-related conferences and 

events

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov

https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
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Rural Information Center

The Rural Information Center (RIC) provides 
information, research, and referral services to: 

• Rural government officials 
• Community organizations 
• Libraries
• Businesses 
• Citizens in rural communities

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric 

https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric
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Featured RIC Topics

• What is Rural? 
• Downtown Revitalization
• Rural Housing
• Rural Emergency Response
• Tribal Communities
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RIC Services

• On-request information guides
o Funding resources
o Agritourism information
o Emergency preparedness

• Reference services
o Specific funding topics
o Historic information
o Data and statistics
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Agricultural Law Information Partnership
https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/

The Agricultural Law Information 
Partnership was established by the 2014 
Farm Bill to create and disseminate 
agricultural and food law content 
through tools, guides, conference and 
publications.

Audience:
• Legal Practitioners
• Agricultural Professionals
• Policymakers
• General Public

https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/
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Wikipedia Edit-A-Thons
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Ag Law Partner Content and Resources
• Farmland Access Legal Toolkit (Center 

for Agriculture and Food Systems)
• Cooperatives (legal resources) 

(National Agricultural Law Center)
• Cooperative Agriculture: Planning and 

Practice (with Doug from NCBA – 
video/webinar)

• Hot Topics in Agriculture & Food Law 
(video/webinar)

• Community Land Trusts 101: A 
Beginners Guide (video/webinar)

https://farmlandaccess.org/land-trusts/
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/research-by-topic/cooperatives/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-Owann93y8&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y-Owann93y8&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ezg2v0W7VTo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ0KYFVh2Q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FZ0KYFVh2Q4
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Research and Data Services
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NAL SEARCH
https://search.nal.usda.gov 

• Find agricultural literature across 3 NAL databases 
including:
o AGRICOLA – NAL catalog & articles index
o PubAg – peer-reviewed article citations and 

access to USDA-funded full-text documents
o NAL Digital Collections – historic materials

• 8,000,000+ records as far back as the 15th century
• Print and Electronic Materials from the NAL Collection 

and beyond: 
o scientific research
o policy documents
o technical reports
o historical documents

https://search.nal.usda.gov/
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PubAg
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/ 

PubAg is a free, searchable database containing links to
USDA –authored and funded peer-reviewed journal articles
300,000+ full-text articles relevant to the agricultural sciences
• indexed citations to peer-reviewed journal articles in the agricultural 

sciences 

https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/
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Ag Data Commons
• Platform for sharing, discovering and accessing data outputs for USDA-funded research

https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/

• Services to create, curate, and enable access to machine-readable scientific metadata, 
helping make USDA-funded data Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable 
(FAIR)
 https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons

https://agdatacommons.nal.usda.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/services/agdatacommons
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Collections and Exhibits
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Digital Collections
https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN 

NAL Digital Collections (NALDC):
o Historical Dietary Guidance
o Organic Roots 
o Fruit & Vegetable Market News
o USDA Publications
o USDA Pomological Watercolors
o and more!

NAL Internet Archives Collection: 
https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary

https://search.nal.usda.gov/discovery/collectionDiscovery?vid=01NAL_INST:MAIN
https://archive.org/details/usdanationalagriculturallibrary
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USDA Soil Surveys Collection
• NAL collaboration with NRCS 
• Soil Sample Surveys are a much-used 

resource
• Example of science data unlocked and 

made discoverable and accessible 
through NAL digitization

• Housed on the Internet Archive
• Current soil surveys can be found at: 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/
App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
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Local Foods: Then and Now
Local foods has been a long-standing focus of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on 
the best ways to get food from producers to 
consumers. 

This exhibit features historical and current 
materials documenting the ways that food 
makes its way from the farm to our tables.

Sections include:
• Farm-To-Table
• Roadside Stands and Farmers Markets
• Current USDA Local Food Initiatives
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USDA Resources
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USDA Programs
• Programs to support small and  

mid-size farmers:
o Farm Storage Facility Loan and 

Microloan Program
o Risk and land management 
o Farm to School Program

https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-
ranching/resources-small-and-mid-
sized-farmers/programs-and-
support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers 

• Farm Service Agency provides 
information on:
o Programs and loans
o Conservation
o Disaster recovery 
o Outreach & education

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources 

https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources
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Farmers.gov
www.farmers.gov 

• Create an account to manage 
loans, farm records, and 
documents

• Tools and resources for:
o How to start a farm
o FSA Loans
o Local agriculture data
o Disaster assistance
o H-2A visa checklist
o Urban Growers

http://www.farmers.gov/
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Organic Farmers and Ranchers
• Financial Resources for Organic Farming and Ranching

o Loans
o Financing
o Conservation Assistance
o Crop Insurance
o Marketing Programs
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-
organic-farmers-and-ranchers 

https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-organic-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-organic-farmers-and-ranchers
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Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) Services
• Commodity Procurement
• Grants and Opportunities
• Import/Export Certificates
• Local Food Research & 

Development
• Market & Facility Design
• Organic Certification & 

Accreditation
• And more!
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services
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Contact NAL With Your Questions

Use our chat service for a 
quick response!

Chat with us or email at:
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question 

Phone: 301-504-5755

https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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Thank You!

Jessica.ault@usda.gov

Jessica Ault

Jamie.flood@usda.gov

Jamie Flood

Tammy.kirk@usda.gov

Tammy Kirk
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Overview of Resources
• National Agricultural Library (NAL): https://www.nal.usda.gov/
• Alternative Farming Systems Information Center (AFSIC): www.nal.usda.gov/programs/afsic   
• Water and Agriculture Information Center (WAIC): https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/waic 
• National Invasive Species Information Center (NISIC): https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov
• Rural Information Center (RIC): https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric 
• Agricultural Law Information Partnership (AgLaw): https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/ 
• NAL SEARCH: https://search.nal.usda.gov
• Digital Collections: https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/
• USDA Soil Surveys Digital Collection: https://archive.org/details/usda-soil-surveys 
• Current Soil Surveys: https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx 
• USDA Programs to Support Small and Mid-Sized Farmers: https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-

mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers 
• Farm Service Agency Resources: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources 
• Farmers.gov: www.farmers.gov 
• Organic Farmers and Ranchers: https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-organic-farmers-and-

ranchers 

• Agricultural Marketing Service Services: https://www.ams.usda.gov/services 
• Ask Us a Question: https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question   

https://www.nal.usda.gov/
http://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/afsic
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/waic
https://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/
https://www.nal.usda.gov/programs/ric
https://www.nal.usda.gov/aglaw/
https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
https://naldc.nal.usda.gov/
https://archive.org/details/usda-soil-surveys
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/resources-small-and-mid-sized-farmers/programs-and-support-small-and-mid-sized-farmers
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/resources
http://www.farmers.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-organic-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.usda.gov/farming-and-ranching/organic-farming/financial-resources-organic-farmers-and-ranchers
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services
https://www.nal.usda.gov/ask-question
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